This essay traces the development, domination and decline of organized white football in South Africa.
improvement of the standard of play in South Africa, it also marked the decline of the Corinthian side due to "the split" between amateurs and professionals in Britain. the first from outside of Europe. 13 Although SAFA adopted an internationalist approach to football by playing abroad and engaging with the world body, their efforts were primarily focussed on securing a visit by a British team to the country. South Africa became a popular destination for British sides over the next fifty years. The English FA were invited to tour South Africa and SAFA requested a full strength side with a good mix of amateurs. 14 The English FA representative side (that included professionals and internationals) of 1910 was the first of four before 1939
and of five in total. The English FA sent representative rather than full international sides and still played and won all sixty-six games that included twelve "tests" against South Africa.
This reflected the weakness of the game in the country relative to the successes of South
African cricket and rugby sides against foreign opposition. SAFA President A. B. Godbold remarked prior to the 1910 tour that "it will enable us to know if . . . we have in Association
Football reached the same high standard which our confreres in the sister code have arrived at . . . then it cannot be long before we shall ask "the powers that be" in the Old Country to receive the first South African Soccer team". 15 This only occurred in 1924 by which stage the South African rugby team had hosted five British Isles tours and had toured Britain in 1906
and 1912. The English FA"s "long standing missionary desire to promote the game in the face of the challenge from other sports reinforced traditional imperial sentiments". 16 SAFA were keen to invite British opposition and the country proved to be a popular destination for the FA who also visited Australia twice, and New Zealand and Canada/United States once during this period. 17 Beyond the rationale of the "missionary" zeal to tour abroad, profits were generated for the English FA and indeed the various affiliates of SAFA.
Despite its internationalist tendencies, SAFA looked towards the English FA for guidance in the global sphere. 
Tours, Profits and Professionalism
In the late 1920s the first foreign professional club sides visited South Africa. They generally proved too strong for local opposition. Nevertheless, SAFA were able to gauge the standard of the local game while they generated profits for the associations and regional organizations, Christopher, was quoted in the press stating: "all men are equal in the sovereignty of sport. I hope South African sportsmen will rise above all racial considerations and play the All-India team at least one match". 32 Despite Christopher"s idealistic exhortations, the whites refused to play against the tourists from India. This contradiction meant SAFA were prepared to play against "non-European" opposition abroad but not at home and this would remain the case until the late 1960s. The Vienna Athletic Club were the first continental European team to play in South Africa in 1936. SAFA stated that "their exhibition had been disappointing . . .
[and] it is doubtful whether the experiment should again be attempted unless a guarantee of the very best is fulfilled". 33 This highlighted the concerns SAFA had raised with regards to non-British opposition.
In 1947 In most cases these sides were too strong for local white opposition, but the tours generated profits for foreign sides and the local association.
South Africa also sent all-white teams abroad in the first decade of apartheid. A Natal In 1959, FASA appointed a committee and commission of enquiry into "malpractices, and
sham amateurism" and professional football. 41 In the same year the whites-only professional National Football League (NFL) was established and applied for affiliation to FASA. The FASA committee reported that "professional football can only be of benefit . . . the consensus of public and officials is of opinion that South African [white] football is in the doldrums". 42 The reasons for this were low attendance and poor results against international sides. FASA"s constitution was amended to include professionals and the NFL and the South African Bantu
Football Association (SABFA) were affiliated to the body. SAFA"s co-option of black football associations was aimed to protect their FIFA status and attempt to control all football in South Africa. 43 FASA"s AGM of 1961 reported that in terms of professional football "there is no doubt it was a great success . . . the Clubs and players wanted it, the public seemed to want it . . . there is no reason why soccer eventually will not be the national game of South Africa". 44 In the eighteen years of its existence, the NFL received generous sponsorships from SAFA offered membership without voting rights to SASF and added that it would not permit any breach of the laws of the country, such as integrated football. 53 In January 1954 SASF rejected SAFA"s offer and observed that the proposal "will involve our acceptance of racial and colour discrimination in the field of sport" and "to our knowledge no legislation exists prohibiting mixed play between White and non-White races in this country". 54 . . . care must therefore be taken with the game in the future. It is absolutely necessary that the present administration of the game be left unchanged" and to "replace [SAFA] . . . would retrogade [sic] football in South Africa". 57 The delegation suggested SASF affiliate to SAFA "as an autonomous section". 58 SAFA accepted the Lotsy Commission"s recommendation to remove the racist provisions regarding members and referees from the SAFA constitution. 59 At the 1956 Lisbon Congress of FIFA, Lotsy reported that "we may not forget that it is not the S.A.F.A., which refuses to allow Non-Europeans to play for South Africa. It is the unwritten law of the country!" 60 In June 1956, South Africa"s Minister of the Interior, T. E. Dönges, issued the regime"s first sport policy through the media. Dönges declared that sport would remain segregated and that inter-racial competitions were prohibited in South Africa. Dönges also warned that, "non-European sport organisations seeking international recognition must do so through the aegis of white Associations already enjoying such benefits". 61 In March 1957
SAFA become the Football Association of Southern Africa (FASA) and retained the Springbok as the national badge. The new name was meant to create the impression of significant change in the organisation of football. 62 In 1958 SASF challenged FASA to go against apartheid policy. SASF asked FASA to select a representative side to play against the SASF; permit "non-White" players to join FASA clubs; select "non-White" players for tours abroad; consider the selection of "nonWhites" for games against foreign opposition in South Africa; permit "non-White" players in Rhodesia to join white clubs, and whether white sides from South Africa could play against mixed sides in Rhodesia. 63 has reluctantly withdrawn from the competition". The report also noted that participation "was not received in the Union with much enthusiasm in the first place". 78 Nevertheless, Fell attended the CAF meeting in February 1957 and he "reported that the Meeting was mostly concerned with drawing up the Rules for the future running of the African Cup competition which will take place every four years". 79 Thus South Africa did not participate in the first African continental competition, ostensibly because of the Suez crisis, although CAF claimed FASA refused to send a racially mixed side to compete in the tournament. Congress passed a resolution that national associations could not practice racial, religious or political discrimination. FASA was given 12 months to abide by the resolution.
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The white establishment in South Africa remained intransigent. The Minister of the Interior, Johannes de Klerk, told FASA that if South Africa were expelled from FIFA, then SASF officials would be denied passports, tours abroad, and the chance to invite foreign teams. De Klerk stated that:
[while ] there is no legislation in this country prohibiting inter-racial competition . . .
[and] whilst the Government is sympathetic towards and prepared to help non-White sporting associations which accord with the Government"s policy of separate development it will not support non-White sporting activities designed to force the country to abandon the South Africa custom that Whites and non-Whites should organize their activities, in whatever field, separately . . . Competitions between White and non-White teams within the Republic, will . . . not be tolerated, nor will passport facilities be extended to teams composed of Whites and non-Whites, or teams from abroad, so composed, be allowed to enter the Republic. There is no objection, though, that a non-White team from South Africa competes against a White team abroad". 86 South Africa"s unwillingness to change its racist stance forced FIFA to suspend FASA in September 1961. Vivian Granger, NFL General Manager and its representative at FASA, moved that foreign sides be permitted to play against "non-European" teams and "that a multi-racial game should be arranged" between FASA and "the non-European
Associations". 87 Moreover, Granger suggested that "a multi-racial game should be organized, in order to test the Government"s sincerity in respect to their attitude towards such games . . . . . . will be retarded". 92 As a result of this report, the suspension of FASA was temporarily lifted. Rous"s stance towards FASA and apartheid South Africa cost him the FIFA presidency the following decade. Englishman Jack Gibbons) against the "non-white countries" and a white side against Australia! 94 The South African government agreed to issue travel documents for the "nonWhite" side "provided that the team be under white supervision whilst overseas". 95 Press reports suggested the South African side could even be "mixed". 96 FASA asked the Ministry of the Interior whether it would "agree to matches taking place outside the Republic of South
Africa being played on a multi-racial basis?" 97 The response from the government was clear:
"a multi-racial South African team cannot . . . be approved". 98 was reported that 70% of the affiliates had agreed in principle to playing multi-racial football.
FASA informed FIFA that the Associations favoured the selection of national sides on merit. 103 FASA affiliates were against multi-racial football at certain levels, particularly at club and junior levels (including schools). This stance exposed the limits of superficial change while the status quo was maintained.
In 1972 FASA began preparations for the South African Games which were to include amateur international sides (the South African Government had given permission for these sides to be mixed) and multi-national (i.e. racially defined) South African teams. FIFA gave a "special dispensation" 104 for a football tournament to take place at the Games. Brazil and England provisionally accepted invitations to send amateur international sides with FASA covering all financial costs. FIFA requested additional information from FASA about whether teams would be racially mixed and whether stadiums would be segregated. 105 FASA replied that South African teams would be selected on a racial basis and that stadiums would be segregated. FIFA immediately withdrew its approval and wrote: "we regret the executive was misled and wrongly interpreted the term "multi-racial"". 106 Despite the withdrawal of international sporting bodies" support, the 1973 South African Games went ahead. The South African "Whites" twice beat the "Blacks" in football. In 1974, the Embassy Multinational Series tournament between racially defined sides was staged, and in 1975 the Chevrolet "Champion of Champions" pitted black and white clubs against one another. 107 The latter tournament was organized by the Top Level Committee, generated significant profits and was watched by substantial crowds, which suggested racially mixed football was popular. As one of the consequences of FASA"s expulsion, the Football Council of South Africa was formed. George Thabe, of the South African National Football Association and National Professional Football League, was elected President. The "basic aim of the Council is to establish and control normal and unrestricted football at all levels in South Africa". 111 In a frank address to the FASA AGM in 1977, the President, Ian Taylor, stated that, "from the blacks" point of view we must be prepared to admit that we have shown prejudice to them, we have obtained the best facilities and we have organized overseas tours and visits to their exclusion. All this is admitted but we must now show that it is our earnest desire to change all this so that we can normalise our sporting relationships". 112 Adding to the gloom of the 1977 AGM, it was reported that the NFL had suffered "a disastrous year in many respects". 113 Attendances were down, the NFL lost income for the first time; Datsun-Nissan withdrew its annual R50,000 sponsorship and the Football Council"s Mainstay League Cup attracted a number of NFL sides.
FASA and SASF held in April 1978, FASA "accepted the basic principle of non-racial soccer from grass-roots level". 115 But it was too little too late.
Conclusion
The expulsion from FIFA, the demise of the NFL, the emergence of the Football Council and the start of non-racial professional football in South Africa, marked the decline of elite white 
Notes
1 In any analysis of South Africa a consideration of the use of racial categories and terminology is necessary. The Population Registration Act of 1950 and subsequent amendments classified South Africans as African, Coloured, Indian and White. In addition, a range of derogatory racial terms were used. These include the terms "Bantu", "Kaffir", "Native", "non-European", and "non-White" amongst others. 
